
Write on Sports at the Prudential Center

Prudential Center Tour and Guest Event on July 11, 2023



Overview of the Tour and Guest Event

On Tuesday, July 11th, the students of the Write on Sports program at the Prudential

Center were visited by New Jersey Devils play-by-play announcer Matt Loughlin and

former New Jersey Devils player Bruce Driver.

The students read prepared biographies about each of the guests and generated

questions to ask during the interview. Prior to the interview, Matt Loughlin took the

students on a tour of the Prudential Center where they saw a concert stage being set up

and a zamboni cleaning the ice of the practice rink as they learned about the history of

the building and its many uses.

Our guest event began with Matt Loughlin conducting a model interview with Bruce

Driver to teach the students tips about interviewing. The students then asked their own

questions in two different formats: our press conference and locker room. During the

press conference, students asked questions one at a time to our guests and during the

locker room they were able to ask their questions individually.

After the event, students reviewed their notes and identified interesting points from the

interviews and information they learned from the guests. From there, students took a

point of interest and made it into the focus of their spot story.

A spot story is a short, event-specific type of story that students will write for some of

our guest events during the program. The students wrote a first draft on Tuesday and

then completed their story today.

We were so appreciative of our guests for joining us and for their thoughtful responses

to the students’ questions. The students did a really nice job asking questions and

writing their first story of the program. Enjoy their stories below.
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On July 11th, 2023, Bruce Driver came to the Prudential Center for an interview

with Write on Sports. During the interview, Bruce answered questions about everything

in his hockey career. One of the things he answered was about his National Team he

played on in the 1984 Winter Olympics. He played for Team Canada. They made it to

the medal round however they lost the next two games to Sweden and the Soviet

Union. I think playing in the Olympics is really cool because you get to represent your

country.
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On July 11, 2023 in the Prudential Center Matt Loughlin took the Write on Sports

group on a tour of the building. We went to a stage that was currently being built for a

concert, the wall with every New Jersey hockey team’s jersey, the bucket of hats, and

where the New Jersey Devils practice. Lastly, we saw how there was a machine called

the Zamboni. They use the machine to make sure the ice is clean and smooth for the

hockey players. The Zamboni was the most important part of the tour because the

machine makes the players be able to play on the ice and without the machine the ice

would not be safe for players to play on.
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On July 11, 2023 at the Prudential Center, Write on Sports interviewed longtime

New Jersey Devils broadcaster Matt Loughlin about his career. One thing that really

stuck out to me was his career path. During our conversation, Mr. Loughlin told us about



the major he was going to college for. First Matt stated, “I love numbers” he was talking

about being an accountant, until he found out firsthand being an accountant isn’t the

hard math problems he thought it was. But Matt thought of the other thing that he loves,

sports, so he looked towards Seton Hall’s radio station. Matt started to go to the

college's radio station to help out, soon enough Matt was going there every opportunity

he had. Senior year he was the director of the radio station and got to decide who

broadcasted what, and from there a new career sprouted for Matt Loughlin.

Matt Loughlin first started his new career in 1989 at Hofstra University

announcing football and lacrosse games. After that Matt started to get deeper into his

new career, by 1996 he was found by MSG Network and FSN NY(Fox Sports New

York) and started to host pre-game and post-game coverage for the Mets. One year

later, Matt applied for a job to host pre and post games shows for the New Jersey Devil.

During his time as the host for the pre and post games shows, Loughlin occasionally

filled in as the broadcaster and a sideline reporter for the Devils until, 2006 when

Loughlin was hired as the full time play-by-play announcer for the New Jersey Devils,

where he continues to do his job very well.
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On July 11th, 2023 Matt Laughlin took Write on Sports on a tour around the

Prudential Center. Matt Laughlin told us about the accolades and ins and outs of the

center.

The first thing he told us about was how when he first started working in the

Prudential Center there were only 15 New Jersey high school hockey jerseys hanging

but now there's over 60. He said that hockey is continuously growing in high schools

and in general.

After he explained that he took us to the practice rink. He explained how the

Zamboni worked and how after every period in a hockey game they make a fresh new

layer of ice so the players can go faster, have more control and refresh the floor.



He also told us about the hat trick in hockey. A hat trick in hockey is when a

player scores three goals in a game. We stumbled on this topic because we saw two

buckets with hundreds of hats. Matt continued to tell us that only a couple of hat tricks

happen every season. That was very interesting to me because I would never expect a

sport to have a tradition like that, especially hockey.

�,�Q�W�R�,�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V���%�U�X�F�H�'�U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V�0�R�V�W�,�P�S�D�F�W�I�X�O�,�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V

�%�\�(�¶�Q�\�O�D�/�L�W�W�O�H

On July 11th, 2023 we interviewed a former athlete Bruce Driver and a broadcaster

Matt Loughlin about their careers. Here at the Prudential Center we had a Q & A where

Bruce Driver talked about his injuries in his career. One of the injuries that stood out to

me the most was when he talked about his dislocated shoulder and broken ribs. Also,

his treatment story.

Mr. Driver had one thing to say about his dislocated shoulder, here is what he

said: “A dislocated shoulder…for three years prior, I had to have a shoulder brace. Did I

do enough to get myself in the best shape…I just thought that it’s time (to retire), I didn’t

know if I would’ve been in the right place mentally”. This one stood out to me because I

always wanted to know what it felt like to have a broken bone or dislocated shoulder.

This Q & A brought me to wonder more information about Bruce Driver's injuries in his

career and how it affected him and his playing style.
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Today at the Prudential Center we went on a tour. We saw workers setting up for

the Erykah Badu concert tonight. Before the tour of the Prudential Center I never knew

that there could be concerts at this place. It involves construction workers, staff workers,

camera operators, sponsors, and ticket sellers.



It took a lot of teamwork and participation to set up the concert. If it wasn't for all

these people we would not be able to have all of the things we see at a concert. The

artist that is performing is Erykah Badu. She is an American singer, rapper, songwriter,

record producer, and actress.

Something I noticed about the set up of the concert is that it looks very different

from the concert happening. First, all of the equipment that was in the set up was not

there at the actual concert. Second, I noticed that there were many lights and colors at

the concert but none in the set up of the concert.

To sum up, when setting up a concert it takes hardworking people and patience

to see what you see up on stage.
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On Tuesday, July 11, 2023 (Free Slurpee Day), at the Prudential Center the

students at Write on Sports camp toured the Prudential Center with Matt Loughin and

interviewed Matt Loughin and Bruce Driver. What stood out to me was Bruce Driver's

life as a young person and how his environment and who he was surrounded by really

affects him and how what he did when he was younger really conditioned him for

hockey. He was surrounded by hockey, I mean his dad was a hockey coach who started

teaching him some hockey, and his older brother was a hockey player who wanted to

step into his place as a hockey player.

The first point that Bruce discussed that stood out to me was how his father

influenced Bruce’s career big time as his dad was a hockey coach. Bruce learned a lot

from his dad, he learned different hockey moves and techniques and all around what

hockey was about. “If he didn’t help me get into hockey it probably would’ve never

happened,” Bruce said about his dad during the interview. This is just one example of

how Bruce Driver grew up and how who he was around affected him.

The second point Bruce discussed that stood out to me was how his home,

Canada, was really centered on the sport of hockey. It was the biggest sport in Canada



and at his home he was always skating. Bruce said that, “Most Canadians are born with

skates on their feet.” He literally started skating really young at the age of 3 years old.

He learned how to skate very young which would help him get better and become vast

in the knowledge of hockey.

In the end hockey was all around Bruce Driver, his father was a coach, he

stepped into his brothers footsteps, and where he lived hockey was a major sport which

really influenced his hockey career.
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On July 11, 2023, the students from the Write on Sports camp toured the

Prudential Center with Matt Loughlin. He brought us backstage to see the producers

that were setting up for a concert and above the stage there were people clipped to the

ceiling so they wouldn’t fall and get an injury. We also explored the practice ice rink

where I saw a couple of hockey players on the ice, practicing to potentially join the New

Jersey Devils.

When I first went into the rink the temperature was pretty cold but not as cold as I

thought it would’ve been, unless you stay in the rink for a couple of minutes. The normal

temperature in an ice hockey rink on-ice would be around 17-29 degrees but the air

temperature is 55-65 degrees. The ice rink wasn’t as big as I thought it would be but it

was simple and of course slippery. I saw and felt a hockey puck. This black disk-shaped

puck is truly described as wet, flat, rubbery and cold. I never thought that I would be

able to hold a hockey puck that day.
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On July 11th, 2023 Write on Sports interviewed Bruce Driver at the Prudential

Center. Bruce Driver, a Canadian native played three years at the University of

Wisconsin and then later played 15 years in the NHL, primarily with the New Jersey

Devils. He was able to win one Stanley Cup in 1995.

I asked Bruce Driver questions about his experience with the Olympics in 1984.

Bruce Driver played with the Canadian National team. Driver and his team placed 4th,

narrowly losing out on a bronze medal to Sweden. Bruce Driver went on to explain how

he loved his experience during the Olympics. When asked if he would play in another

Olympics if he could he stated “Absolutely” but he did have an unusual request. He

would return to the Olympic roster if only amateurs were allowed to play. He figures that

he would enjoy his experience more if he were facing college and international players

rather than pro players. This would hamper the Canadian National team as they broke a

50 year drought in 2002 after NHL players were allowed to play in the Olympics and

have won three medals since 1992 Olympics.


