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Overview of the Guest Event

On Tuesday, July 11th, the students of the Write on Sports program at Montclair State
University were visited by Steve Politi, sports columnist for NJ Advance Media, and

Duane Morgan, an international professional basketball player.

The students read prepared biographies about each of the guests and generated

questions to ask during the interview.

Our guest event began with Steve Politi conducting a model interview with Duane
Morgan to teach the students tips about interviewing. The students then asked their own
questions in two different formats: our press conference and locker room. During the
press conference, students asked questions one at a time to our guests and during the

locker room they were able to ask their questions individually.

After the event, students reviewed their notes and identified interesting points from the
interviews and information they learned from the guests. From there, students took a
point of interest and made it into the focus of their spot story. A spot story is a short,
event-specific type of story that students will write for some of our guest events during

the program.

We were so appreciative of our guests for joining us and for their thoughtful responses
to the students’ questions. The students did a really nice job asking questions and

writing their first story of the program. Enjoy their stories below.



Stay Open Minded: Duane Morgan Experiences Europe
By: Adam Abdelaziz

On July 11, 2023 at Montclair State University, we interviewed Duane Morgan,
an international basketball player, and Steve Politi, a sports columnist for NJ Advance
Media. We quickly learned about their career and journey to where they are now.

Duane Morgan started his career of basketball in 2015 when he joined
Argentinian team, Atenas de Carmen de Patagones, where he stayed for a year. In the
2016-2017 season Duane Joined the Manchester Magic in the UK’s NBL Division 1.
During this season he averaged 18 points and 8 rebounds per game leading his team to
a league playoff championship earning Finals MVP. In 2017-2018 Morgan played for
Zornotza Basketball Club in Spain where he averaged 18 points and 7 rebounds. Then
he went to France for three years playing for a total of 2 teams. After this season he left
to join Serbian team Zdravlje Leskova from August 2022 to April 2023 when he returned
to France

“You gotta take life as it comes” says Morgan in a Write on Sports interview. He
says this while describing the difficulties of living in different countries and especially in
Serbia. Because of the neighboring war, bombs were dropped and refugees were
seeking help.

“Go there with an open mind and continue to be open-minded,” he says while
discussing the cultures he experienced throughout his career overseas. You've got to

open your mind and cope in any way.

The Pro and Cons about Traveling for a Sport with Duane Morgan

By Kendall Aska

On July 11, 2023 at Montclair State University, Duane Morgan joined Write on
Sports for an interview about their basketball careers. Duane Morgan is a professional
basketball player who has played in many countries around the world. He grew up in

West Orange, New Jersey. But growing up in the U.S. he traveled a lot for his sport.



Such as going to Argentina, England, Serbia, Europe, and Spain. But specifically
playing in Europe, there are some pros and cons.

A pro is Duane was being open-minded to trying and learning new things. Such
as food, language, culture, etc. Laughably he said instead of eating chicken tenders and
fries all the time, you should try new things. And even picking up a bit of Spanish as a
new language. There’s a big difference from playing in the U.S. than in other countries.
As he said the crowds are louder, and meaner. By even throwing lighters and gatorade
bottles onto the court and hitting the players and referee. A con is a country’s everyday
challenges. Economic struggles, culture shock, and even war. It is difficult even when
people don't speak English. So he has to use his resources nearby. Such as a
translator. If you want to know more about Daune Morgan, ask because he might be in

your neighborhood by all the traveling he does.

Traveling Across

By Dylan Baez

On July 11, 2023, at Montclair State University, Duane Morgan and Steve Politi
joined Write on Sports for an interview about their careers. If you want to become a
professional basketball player, ask Duane. If you want to become a journalist, you
should ask Steve.

Duane Morgan has traveled the world just to get to his basketball games. He has
traveled to many countries. He said, “I have traveled to 5 different countries and 6
different teams.” His most challenging games were in Serbia and Spain. Serbia is
dangerous. Many bombings, shootings, and much more violence. He said, “| had to ask
my agents to research Serbia.” He even asked some of his friends who were already
there in Serbia, for their next game. Both of the teams he played against had high
basketball 1Q, they jumped really high, and they passed the ball quickly, moving fast as
lighting. His favorite country he played in was Spain. Good athletes, and good players

overall.



All Over The World
By Thad Betkowski

Today, July 11, 2023, at Montclair State University, Steve Politi and Duane
Morgan visited Write on Sports to be interviewed. Steve Politi can give you tips on being
a reporter because he was one for 25 years. He has worked around the globe. If you
are interested in basketball then Duane Morgan is someone you should talk to. He is a
basketball player who has played for teams in France, Spain, and Argentina. After
asking Duane about switching teams in different countries he said, “It's a huge
adaptation period... a lot of culture shock” Some examples of when he experienced
culture shock was when he saw packs of wild dogs in the streets of Argentina. When
talking to Steve Politi we asked him about traveling. He said in the U.S. reporters are
not cheerleaders but in other countries that is not really the same. He told us how
reporters from other countries would cheer for their favorite teams and get mad when
they lost. All in all, we thanked Steve Politi and Duane Morgan and concluded our

interview.

Guest Interview

By Caylee Brice

“You have to take life as it comes.” These were the words of Duane Morgan as
he was interviewed at Montclair State University. On July 11, 2023 he visited Write on
Sports for an interview about his career. Mr. Duane has traveled around the world to
attend international games and shared some words of wisdom on the importance of
learning the skills of patience and adaptability. One example is when he visited Serbia
and shared with the young journalist that Serbia was one of the strongest language
barriers he’d ever experienced. “It was a huge adaptation period..a lot of culture shock”
(Morgan). The language appeared to not make as much sense especially when he was

driving on the road. Scary experiences, right? Despite these circumstances, Duane



Morgan was able to overcome them with the patience he possessed and the ability to

be adaptable to new changes.

Ideas Around the World
By Mikayla Brice

“They’re the most passionate fans I've ever seen in Serbia...It's life or death,”
said Duane Morgan. On July 11, 2023 at Montclair State University Duane Morgan and
Steve Politi came for an interview about their experiences on traveling and the people
they’ve dealt with along the way. Through basketball, interviewing others and how
different countries react to sports.

Duane Morgan goes on to explain how while being in Sebira people would be
very involved in the game. If their team did well they would cheer and shout. If they did
bad, the fans would throw things at the refs, boo at teams because of their anger. In
Argentina, he saw a pack of stray dogs wandering around the street casually and the
people didn't find it to be a problem. It was a normal thing that he wasn't used to.

He also talks about there being a disadvantage of this exploration. “The biggest
language barrier was in Serbia...| was like a lost duck.” Duane says he felt as if not
knowing the language may have been hard for him. But the people of Serbia were very
helpful with that, if they knew some English. Duane explains how he expresses the
culture around him. He gets to know the people, the way they act and speak.
Throughout this whole interview we have gotten to know all Duane Morgan's

experiences and how he keeps about all the places he’s visited.

Country to Country

By: Kyley Cherubin

On July 11th, 2023 at Montclair University, Steve Politi (a news reporter) and

Duane Morgan (an international basketball player) attended Write on Sports for an



interview about their careers. Steve Politi is the sports columnist for the NJ Advance
Media. He’s had the opportunity to travel to all five continents to cover stories. Duane
Morgan is a basketball player who plays mainly in but not limited to Europe.

Both guests talked about their experience with their careers in other countries
and how many things are different. One of the main differences of course is the
language. Some but not all the athletes and people speak English. From Morgan he
said, “The biggest language barrier was in Serbia...| was like a lost duck.” An example
of this was when he said how since the signs were different in some countries, he often
questioned if he had taken the sign the right way and did the right thing. Politi also
talked about if the athlete didn’t speak/understand English, a translator was needed
which complicated things. Overall, both guests are very adaptable to working in other

countries, and embracing the different things there.

Disconnecting Your Self Worth From Your Career
By Liberty Cillo-Smith

Duane Morgan, an international basketball player, recently talked about an injury
he had and how it affected him during an interview on July 11, 2023 at Montclair State
University with the local Write on Sports class. “| had one major injury in my career,” the
athlete stated. He then explained how he had to get an ankle surgery that left him
unable to play basketball for a good amount of time. Having such a detrimental injury
can be tough on mostly everyone, but for Morgan, someone who relies on his
athleticism for a job, it was a bit different for him.

Duane Morgan, as previously stated, was unable to play basketball, which is
what he plays as a living and has been playing for basically his whole life. During the
interview he touched on how being unable to play due to his injury took a toll on his
mental health. Like many other athletes may have, Morgan previously associated his
self worth on how well he was able to perform in basketball. For example, if he did good
in a game he thought more positively of himself, however if he did bad in a game he

thought negatively of himself. “It was a tough time for me ... it plays on you mentally,” he



stated when referring to his injury. This injury forced Morgan to have a personal reset
and rethink his personal relationship with basketball.

“You can’t tie your lively[hood] into what you do,” Morgan finally stated when
explaining what he had come to conclude during this experience. He had to look at his
career with a different point of view than what he had previously been used to, just as
many other athletes may have had to have done in the past as well.

Overall, this injury forced Duane to reevaluate his personal relationship with his
career and have to look at it a different way which as said before many other people
may have had to have done, athlete or not. Taking this into account, how might you

have to reevaluate your own relationship with your career?

Playing in Europe: Pros & Cons

By Denis Colceriu

On July 11th, 2023 at Montclair State University in the ADP Center, we were
joined by Steve Politi and Duane Morgan for an interview. There are many pros and
cons for Duane about playing overseas as he played in many different European
countries so he knows best.

Some pros of Duane playing overseas are that he can experience different foods,
and learn new languages. So the culture overall. “I'd rather live in different countries and
see new things and learn new languages than play in the G League,” he said. Another
pro is that in Europe the ball is always being passed around which means that if Duane
ever gets to the NBA, he would have an advantage as other players would not be used
to the playstyle and not know how to defend it. Duane said, “The ball is always
flying...the game is fast in a different way.”

Some cons are that there will be language barriers if you live in a different
country. “The biggest language barrier was in Serbia...| was like a lost duck,” Duane
said. In total, there are many pros and cons to playing in Europe. When it comes to

pursuing your dreams of playing with the best in the world, moving overseas is not the



best option. But if you want to explore new options and learn new things, overseas is

the better option.

The Serbian Obsession with Basketball
By Matthew Costello

The Serbian nation, forged from the corpse of Yugoslavia, has a strange
obsession with basketball. Basketball found its way to Serbia in an unusual way, an
American Red Cross worker introduced it to the nation in 1923. Basketball began its
meteoric rise in Serbia by the government promoting it throughout the country. The
Yugoslavian government, which at the time was socialist, promoted team sports like
basketball because they gave a sense of brotherhood to the people of the nation.
Interestingly, the Serbian style of positionless basketball seems to have been formed by
the socialist ideology of its people. Every player was taught to move the ball,
contributing to the style of play. Duane Morgan, who played in Serbia this past season
said, “The ball is flying, the game is fast.” One player that grew up and played in Serbia
is Nikola Jokic, who is the best passer in the NBA. This shouldn't be surprising, because
the Serbian game is all about ball movement. In the modern era, Serbia has formed the

Basketball League of Serbia, which has over 18 teams.

Sports Writing - Worldwide
By Mimi Deer

On Tuesday June 11, 2020 at Montclair State University journalist Steve Politi
and professional basketball player Duane Morgan explained the difference between
American and international reporters. Politi has traveled to five different continents,
reporting for international leagues and the Olympics. When asked about the difference
in attitude of reporters he says, “In the United States we are not usually cheerleaders.”

He goes on explaining how in other countries they root for their teams. In America he



says reporters are more “objective” and don’t show personal opinions or feelings
through rooting or their writing.

Duane Morgan is a basketball player originally from New Jersey that has played
overseas in five different countries. He says, “ ... over there they are more brutal,
especially in France.” When asked about reporters from other countries. He describes
how reporters will be completely honest when you are not meeting their expectations.
He also says that reporters in America most of the time just state the facts and move on
without adding opinion; international reporters on the other hand add their opinion and
are merciless. Showing how sports writing is a very accurate reflection of a country's

culture around professional sports and expectations of the players.

Duane Morgan Is Making his Basketball Dreams Come True

By Aiden Frederic

Born and raised in West Orange, NJ, Duane Morgan is a championship winning,
team-leading, 6 foot 8 star in the league. But you’ve probably never heard of him until
just now. That’s because he’s never played a game in the NBA. However, he has played
across Europe in countries like Spain, England (where he won his ring), France, and
most recently Serbia. You might be wondering why he doesn’t play in the NBA at 30
years old. Here’s how he explained it.

Morgan played basketball in college at Adelphi University in New York. That's where he
says his game really started to click. In 2015, Morgan was draft eligible, but he left
unsigned. Instead of playing in the NBA G League waiting to get drafted, he decided he
would play overseas. When asked about any regrets on going to Europe, he said,
“When | was younger that was definitely my goal, but you have to take life as it
comes...l'd rather live in different countries, see new things, and learn new languages
than play in the G League.” So even though he isn't living life as he saw it 17 years ago,

he's still living his teenage dream.



Duane Morgan: A True Explorist

By Justin Frederic

“...You gotta go there with an open mind and continue to be open minded,” is
what Duane Morgan stated when he was asked about how he adapted to new
countries. Earlier today, Duane Morgan was interviewed by Steve Politi and we heard
about his basketball career around the world. Duane is a powerhouse forward and has
played basketball internationally since 2015 and since has played in five different
countries.

In the interview Duane talked about his multiple experiences in the different
countries that he’s played in. Though Duane said that some of his experiences were
harder than others he made it clear that he had an open mind through all of his
experiences. Duane is also an athlete that willingly wants to experience and see new
things and learn new languages. When he was asked about if he ever wanted to do
something else besides playing globally he said, “I'd rather live in different countries and
see things and learn new languages than play in the G League.”

Duane has had the amazing opportunity to play the sport that he loves and travel
the world while doing it. Duane may not know about the foods in this new country but he
is willing to try it. He may not know about the language that people speak in this country
but he is also willing to learn it. This is Duane’s key to having great experiences in new

countries.

How your Dreams can Become a Reality

By Asa Freeman

Today, July 11th, 2023 Write on Sports interviewed Steve Politi who is a
professional interviewer who grew up in Nutley, New Jersey. He started his career
delivering the town newspaper making $4 an hour. Mr. Politi was able to interview some
players on the professional hockey team of South Carolina as well as players from
around the world. Then he moved back to New Jersey. While home he interviewed the

Yankees. He stayed in New Jersey for 25 years and he still lives in New Jersey today.



Mr. Politi loves his job and traveling around the world. When asked about
interviews in other countries he said that ..."in the United states, we are usually not
cheerleaders”... whereas other reporters around the world he noticed cheer and boo the

teams they report on.

Culture Shock Overseas: Duane Morgan’s Experiences

By Yargine Ibrahim

Professional basketball player, Duane Morgan was here at Montclair State
University, for a guest interview with WoS. We discussed many topics, but the one that
stood out to me is how he has traveled to several countries, and continents. Specifically
Duane Morgan, has been to five different countries to play with several teams. As he
mentioned, “It was a huge adaptation period... a lot of culture shock.” He explains that
he faced many challenges, and was put in many uncomfortable situations, in the
different places he’s visited. He says, “ The biggest language barrier was in Serbia... |
was like a lost duck.” He talks about going to different places and different lifestyles.
Duane mentions that in places like Spain, the people were very helpful, and kind
hearted. They appreciated life, which he noticed, and liked. In the interview, Duane
says, ‘Il tried to learn the most | could, because that would help me understand their
lifestyle, and way of doing things.” He went into these different countries with an open
mind, trying to adapt to life in those places. For example, he also had to change his
pace of playing, as he mentions, “In Serbia, basketball is a huge sport” and “The ball is
flying...the game is fast in a different way.” He has to change his pace, and mindset
about certain things, as some of the fans were very aggressive. This is another thing he
had to deal with, as fans at Serbia were very passionate, and aggressive. “They’re the
most passionate fans I've ever seen (In Serbia)... it’s life or death.” He explains that
some fans threw lighters, and gatorade bottles at the referees after making bad calls.
This all shows his point of view of things, and the way he adapted to the different

situations, languages, behaviors, etc.



Mr Worldwide: Duane Morgan

By Isaiah Isaac

“You have to take life as it comes...I'd rather live in different countries and see
things and learn new languages than play in the G-League,” Duane Morgan states. This
morning | had the opportunity to meet and interview the journalist Steve Politi, and an
international professional basketball athlete named Duane Morgan at Montclair State
University.

Morgan stated that he has started playing basketball since he moved to the U.S
from Jamaica. He has competed with players like Kyrie Irving, due to them living down
the block from each other. He attended Adelphi University from 2011-2015, and then
started his international career in Argentina, with the team named Atenas de Carmen de
Pategones. In 2017, he went to England to play for the Manchester Magic, where he
averaged 18 ppg, led his team to the playoff championship, and won Finals MVP. In the
same year, he left to play for the Zornotza Basketball Club for 2 years, where he had the
same numbers, and helped bring his team to the final four championship. In 2019,
Morgan went to play for Vitre in France, where he played there for 2 seasons. He went
to the team Avignon Pontet for 1 season. He would eventually return to France for this
season, but in the meantime, Morgan went to play for the Zdravlje Leskova in Serbia
from August 2022 to April 2023. Recently, he returned to play for Denain-Voltaire up
until June.

Morgan talked about all of his experiences in Europe and Argentina, and how
athletes should stay open minded while playing internationally. He discussed how he
played in one of the most crazy environments in Serbia, where the fans would regularly
throw things onto the court. “They're the most passionate fans I've ever seen [in

Serbial... it's life or death, he states.



Adapting To Serbia
By Jaedon Jenkins

On July 11, 2023 at Montclair State University, Duane Morgan joined us at Write
On Sports for an interview about basketball and his life adjusting to moving out of the
country. “You have to take life as it comes... I'd rather live in different countries and see
things and learn different languages than play in the G League.” This was what Duane
Morgan said after being asked if he had the chance would he ever want to play
professionally in America. Clearly he is still in for the experience even though Serbia
has intense fans and a less than ideal living situation.

“I've had teammates that experienced war. These people heard bombs.” This is a
quote Duane said after being asked about the Ukrainian war going on while he was
playing in the neighboring country Serbia.

“They’re the most passionate fans I've ever seen, it's life or death.” Duane also
talked about how refs have it hard because everytime there is a bad call fans throw
anything they have in their hands at the refs. | can’t imagine being a ref or player and
doing one bad thing and fans start throwing everything at me. | would not want to play in

that place at all!

Duane Morgan

By Jacob Jackson

“Most Americans go over there with a closed mind...You gotta have an open
mind and continue to be open-minded,” Duane Morgan stated on July 11, 2023. At
Montclair State University, Write on Sports held an Interview with Duane Morgan and
Steve Politi. | want to speak on the everyday challenges in the different countries. This
really inspired me because it shows how people from West Orange can be very open
minded, and can adapt to the different environments in different countries.

“I see myself asking if | could live in one of these countries...I can see myself

bowing out over there,” says Duane Morgan. This implies that Duane Morgan- a former



West Orange resident-can adapt and be open minded in different countries. This
encounter will help me be a more open minded person and an adapter to different

things in life.

Business, Off the Court
By Sal Mehalaris

Here at the ADP center in Montclair State University for Write on Sports, we had
a chance to interview professional basketball player for Denain Voltaire in France,
Duane Morgan. | had the chance to ask him a couple questions on the more business
side of basketball. He has played for 6 different teams across 5 countries and 2
continents, so he gave me a great insight on how contracts work across different
leagues and the differences between more and less developed countries.

When it comes to negotiating contracts, he says that his agents take care of all
the business dealings. He states what he wants, and his agents negotiate based on
what Morgan says with the team. He says that, when asked about how negotiating
works with the teams, that “We meet somewhere in the middle”. That way, both parties
get something they feel is fair.

Morgan also states that different territories work very differently when discussing
the terms of their contact. He says that “Everybody has their own practices”. Some of
the countries he’s played for are more developed than others, and those less developed
countries are not as trustworthy when it comes to conversing about contracts.
According to Morgan, “The less developed countries have more shady business
dealings”. These less developed countries can be assumed to be Serbia and Argentina,
countries that, overall, have progressed much less than France, England, and Spain
(the 3 other countries he has played in). Since financial problems are much more
common in the first 2 countries, shady business dealings have become a very common
problem.

Following up on this, he stated that, “At the last second, they’ve (the teams) tried

to change the terms”. Morgan states that there have often been issues with the



contracts and that this usually occurs with the less developed countries, supporting his
argument that those countries aren’t as honest and reliable when discussing deals.
Overall, this interview showed me that the business world can be difficult to navigate,
however, Morgan believes it's worth it, saying that “... I'd rather live in different countries

and see things and learn new languages than play in the G League.”

The Travels of Duane Morgan

By Sophia Mehalaris

“You have to take life as it comes. I'd much rather move to different countries
than play in the G-league,” said Duane Morgan, an international basketball player who
traveled all over Europe. He grew up in West Orange, New Jersey with his two brothers
and his parents who were immigrants from Jamaica. Growing up, Duane used to play
basketball with his brothers and Kyrie Irving each day after school. Not until he was 20
and in college did things really click for him and he realized he was made to play
basketball. Soon enough Morgan was in Argentina playing for the Atenas de Carmen de
Patagones in 2015. “It was a huge adaption period..... Total culture shock.” There he
averaged 15 points and 9 rebounds per game. Soon enough he was flying to Europe
and his destination was the United Kingdom, Britain. From 2016-2017 Duane played for
the Manchester Magic in the NBL division 1. Morgan averaged 18 points and 8
rebounds where he led his team to the finals and won finals MVP. Just one year later he
was headed to Spain and their team Zornotza basketball club where he averaged 18
points and 7 rebounds. From 2019-2021 he was in France on Vitré but from the
2021-2022 season he played on Avignon Pontet with an average of 16.2 points and 6.1
rebounds. Next Morgan went to the Serbian team Zdravlje Leskova where he averaged
17 points and 6.4 rebounds per game from August 2022-April 2023. Currently he is in
France to play with Denain-Voltaire. Duane's favorite country he visited was Spain. He

said, “that kind of spirit you won’t get everywhere.”



Pros and Cons of Playing in Europe
By Jack Niedzialek

On July 11th, 2023 at the ADP Center in Montclair State, Duane Morgan joined
Write on Sports for an interview about his career, sports, and how he got his job.

If you want to know how to become a professional basketball player and move
around the world to see new countries, new people, new food, and new languages, you
can talk to Duane Morgan about his career and how to get to his level so you can do
what he does. As Duane Morgan stated, “You have to take life as it comes... I'd rather
live in different countries and see things and learn new languages than play in the G
league.” As you can see Duane Morgan likes it in other countries so that he can explore
new things rather than just stay in America. Duane Morgan also stated, “They’re the
most passionate fans I've ever seen [In Serbia]... It's life or death.”. We can also see
how he loved the way the fans were so passionate towards the game of basketball and
made the game feel so lively.

We can also see the negatives that come out of moving countries to pursue your
dreams of becoming a professional basketball player and move around the world.
Duane Morgan talks about how the language barrier was a big negative while playing in
countries. Duane Morgan says, “The biggest language barrier was in Serbia... | was like
a lost duck.”. Another negative from moving across countries to pursue your dreams is
that some countries are safe like Serbia which is one of the countries Duane ended up
playing, “I had to research, | had to ask my parents, | had to ask the players over there,”
Duane Morgan states.

As you can see there are many pros and cons when it comes to pursuing your
dreams and playing basketball internationally, Even though Duane Morgan faced this

decision he still decided to go ahead and play in Europe.



Bigger than Basketball

By Jean Primm

International basketball player Duane Morgan talks about how there are other
factors than just basketball when traveling. Duane Morgan has traveled to Argentina,
England, Spain, France and Serbia for basketball, but everywhere has different living
situations. For example the people and fans are very different in all of the places he has
been. He says that people in Spain are all very nice, you can ask them things and they
will help you with anything you need. But in Serbia fans are more aggressive than in
other places. Morgan says, “They’re the most passionate fans I've ever seen...it’s life or
death”. He says fans feel stronger about basketball in different places. He says that in
Serbia it is like their whole life. They will not skip over the chance to tell you if you did
not do well in a game. Another thing that is hard when traveling so much is the
language barrier. Morgan says that he has become much more fluent in Spanish since
he has been in Spain so long. Another thing is the culture change. He says “It was a
huge adaptation period...a lot of culture shock.” He then proceeds to say how he saw a
pack of stray dogs in Spain, which you would not usually find in America. The food
everywhere is also different. He has to be open to trying new things. He says, “you're
not going to just eat chicken fingers and fries everyday.” Also he has to consider other
countries' situations when traveling, like when in Serbia he had to deal with the war
going on. He says that he saw people coming in from Ukraine for safety from the war.
Morgan says that things like the war that many have to deal with are “bigger than
basketball.”

Duane Morgan
By Roy Scott

On July 11, 2023 at Montclair State University, athlete Duane Morgan and
interviewer Steve Politi came to join us in an interview about how they adjusted their

life/sport-style when moving to a different country to follow their career. Duane Morgan



mentioned, “| had to witness things like packs of stray dogs... things from economic
struggles.” Saying this shows that he had to adjust to the lifestyle because he said he
has witnessed things like stray dogs and you don't see that in American so you may get
culture shock because he is not used to seeing this stuff on the streets.

Duane Morgan also said, “This ball is flying... the game is fast in different ways.”
This also shows how he had to adjust because he grew up in America so he is so used
to playing basketball in New Jersey, so when he moves to different countries to play it

may be a lot different style of play to adjust to.

My Spot Story
By Alex Smith

On June 11, 2023 Duane Morgan and Steve Politi came to Montclair State
University for the Write on Sports camp. Duane Morgan is an international basketball
player. He has played in a variety of countries. Morgan started his professional career in
2015 in Argentina for the Atenas de Carmen de Patagones where he averaged 15
points and 9 rebounds per game. Then in 2016 and 2017 he played in England for the
Manchester Magic. Duane averaged 18 points and 8 rebounds per game and led his
team to a championship and Finals MVP honors. He also played in Spain for the
Zornotza Basketball club where he averaged 18 points and 7 rebounds per game.
Duane then went to France,where his playstyle came to an advantage where he scored
16.2 points and 6.1 rebounds per game. His high flying ability translated to the French
play style so he succeeded in France. After France,Duane decided to take his talent to
Serbia and join the Zdravlje Leskova where he averaged 17 points and 6.4 rebounds
per game.

When asked about the pros and cons of playing internationally he said, “The first
thing that | noticed was that | needed to adapt to the culture in these different countries
like trying the food and speaking the language.” For meeting people, “l would say Spain
has to be my favorite overall...the people are kind hearted. As far as speaking the

language in Serbia was the toughest.” He was also asked if he enjoyed these



challenges. He said with a smile, “I'd rather live in different countries and see things and
learn new languages than play in the G league. Although some countries have war
going on and that is an extra thing to worry about.” As you can see Duane Morgan
played for many teams in many different countries. He had to adapt and get used to all

the different places he was in.

Pros and Cons of Playing in Europe

By Mackenzie Sosa

July 11th, 2023 at Write on Sports we interviewed international basketball player
Duane Morgan. International basketball player as in he plays in different countries.

“‘Most Americans need to get over their closed mindedness...you got to go over
there with an open mind and continue to have an open mind,” said Duane Morgan,
when he was talking about what a lot of other basketball players struggle with when
playing in other countries. Another thing Morgan stated was that some struggled with
playing because of the language barriers. According to Morgan, “The biggest language
barrier was in Serbia... | was like a lost duck”. When Morgan first went there he had a
lot of culture shock because, according to Morgan, “It was a huge adaptation period...a
lot of culture shock.” This is because he saw things he would not see in the U.S like he
saw packs of stray dogs on the street or things like economic struggles. Also, he had to
be aware of the possibility of war between countries like Serbia and Kosovo. Friends on
the team told him they often heard bombings and at the border there could be more. To
be safe he said, “l had to do my research, | had to ask my agents, and ask the players
over there”.

On the other hand, Morgan loved Europe and he even said, “There was a kind of
spirit you don’t get everywhere.” He also loved the people stating, “I would say Spain
has to be my favorite overall... The people are kind-hearted.” He also found the way
they play basketball in Europe better for him because he said, “The ball is flying...the
game is fast yet in a different way.” He also thought that the coaching there was

phenomenal, “You know that they know the game there...The biggest thing is the



coaching...They teach the game very well, they are fundamentally sound, they have

high basketball IQ.” Thinking about this, would you consider playing in Europe?

Fans!

By Nicholas Sosa

Today, July 11th, 2023, at Write on Sports in the ADP center at Montclair State
University, Duane Morgan, international basketball player, joined us for an interview. Mr.
Morgan has a unique career because he plays in a variety of countries like Spain,
Serbia, England, and France to name a few. He was asked about some of the
similarities and differences playing basketball in all these different places.

One of the things Duane Morgan told us was that the fans in the other countries
can be really dedicated, like when he was in Serbia he went to a bar and they were
watching the Olympics and even though the Serbian Olympic team was losing by like 20
points the Serbian people in the bar would erupt cheering and celebrating just like
people would if their team was winning every time they scored one point. He stated that
‘I would say Spain has to be my favorite overall because the fans are so kind hearted
there.”

Another thing that he told us was that the fans in Serbia also would throw
lighters, gatorade bottles, and really anything that they had in their hands at the time
when they see that the refs make at least two bad calls on the basketball court and this
can also be really dangerous for both the basketball players and the refs. He stated that
“They’re the most passionate fans I've ever seen in Serbia because for them it is life or
death”.



Duane Morgan

By Jarel Telusma

On Tuesday, July 11, 2023, Duane Morgan, a professional basketball player that
plays for the French team Denain Voltaire, and international journalist Steve Politi
visited the WoS Camp at the ADP Center at Montclair State University. Both of these
guests have had many experiences going to different countries and meeting different
people.

Politi talked about how his industry, reporting, is different in other countries, as he
claimed, “If their team won, the reporters would be holding the team flag.” Morgan, on
the other hand, talked about the dangers of moving to different countries and talked
about his experiences in Serbia during the Ukraine war, saying, “I heard bombs before

near the border.” Whatever happened, they learned the differences between countries.

Duane Morgan Growing up in West Orange

By Malia Wyche

On July 11, 2023 Duane Morgan took time to come visit the Write on Sports camp
at Montclair State University. Duane Morgan moved to West Orange, New Jersey as a
child and became interested in basketball. He reported, “I moved to West Orange and
my backyard had a basketball court and | started playing from there.” Duane Morgan
and Kyrie Irving grew up together, he states, “| would go outside because Kyrie and |
were neighbors.” Duane became interested in basketball once he moved to West
Orange New Jersey because he started playing basketball there. Duane Morgan
continued playing throughout college, that was his chance to go pro. If you want to know

more about Duane Morgan ask because he might be in your neighborhood.



Adjusting to Duane's Challenges
By Maya Wyche

July 11, 2023 at Montclair State University's classroom, held a private interview
for Write on Sports. During this interview | had the privilege to ask Duane Morgan a
couple questions. | learned the pros & cons of playing in Europe for 8 years. Throughout
those years he played in Argentina for the Atena de Carmen de Patagones in 2015. He
then moved to play for the Manchester Magic in the United Kingdom from 2016 to 2017.
He moved again in 2017 and played for the Zornotza Basketball club in Spain until
2018. Morgan then went to play in France from 2019 to 2021. To then go to his final
destination in Serbia. Playing for the Serbian team from 2022 to April of 2023.

While in Europe he had many challenges including the language barrier, but also
to notice there is more to life than basketball. While Duane was in Argentina it came to
his attention that most people in Argentina were in poverty. “It was a huge adaptation
period...a lot of culture shock. | had to witness packs of stray dogs from the economic
struggle,” Duane claims. While he was playing in Serbia he had to be careful because
there were claims of bombs at the border of Serbia. The people of Serbia would also
take refugees from Ukraine in. “I've had teammates who experienced war,” Duane
reports. He also claims that he went to these places not for the struggle but the
challenge. These are the challenges he had to deal with while in Europe. If you listen to

these stories you’ll know what to do in any of these situations.



