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Spot Stories about our July 25th Event

Guests: Radio Broadcaster Doug Doyle and Pickleball Professional Rebecca Lederman

What is Pickleball (Insights from MSU)

By Cooper Cunningham

On July 25th, 2023 at Montclair State University, Doug Doyle, a news reporter that

works for Jazz 88 and runs Sports Jam interviewed a former tennis player and now a professional

pickleball player, Rebecca Lederman. During this interview we learned the differences between a

new popular sport -pickleball and the familiar sport of tennis. We learned how Rebecca

transformed her game from tennis to pickleball. Rebecca said, “In tennis you have to start your

swing back and follow through while in pickleball if you do that you would add too much power

and be late to the ball when it comes.” She said that when she plays tennis for fun sometimes she

forgets to do the basics like start far back and follow through and her shot sometimes ends up

short. She thought that tennis players that would play pickleball like tennis would never be a

good player because they are “not adapting their swings”.

Rebecca also said that many people don’t understand the differences between the two

sports. For example, in pickleball the serve is much different than tennis because you just have to

hit the ball over the net in pickleball while in tennis you have to toss the ball over your head and

hit the ball while your racket extends over your head. Then right after that you have to transition

yourself in the regular form and hit the ball after your opponent hits back your serve. Although

tennis may seem easy to some people, many old people play pickleball after their tennis days are

over. It favors older people because it is smaller and you don’t have to be as athletic to play.

Rebecca said “It’s very social, you show up, there’s dozens of people on the courts.” Rebecca

likes pickleball because you can socialize while playing the game.

Although people are into the sport some people that live near pickleball sports complain

about it. They say that it’s too loud and people play too early and too late. Pickleball is a

trending sport but some people don’t like it. It’s taking over basketball courts and tennis courts



are becoming pickleball courts. Many tennis players say they like playing, but the public courts

that they grew up playing on are now pickleball courts.

Enjoyment of Playing Pickleball

By Rolando Cruceta

On July 25th of 2023 in Montclair, Doug Doyle, a News Director at WBGO since 1998,

interviewed professional pickleball player Rebecca Lederman who was a former tennis star with

two New York State doubles titles under her belt. Doyle went straight to asking about her

background and her uprising. Rebecca explains that, “Pickleball has a lot of different elements of

all the racket sports, ping pong is one of them.” This shows that pickleball is a mix of many

racket sports such as tennis. I asked the pickleball pro, Rebecca Ledermen, if the court shrinkage

from tennis to pickleball makes a big, noticeable change or if it seems to be similar to the tennis

courts. Rebecca responded by saying, “I feel like when I’m playing tennis, it feels like I’m

playing my opponent in another zip code.” She brings her exact thoughts of the difference

between the courts while also sprinkling in a spice of comedy by exaggerating the range. She

also talks about how to become good at pickleball when transitioning from tennis as she says,

“You have to be in the mindset and willing to adjust your game.” She explains how if you want

to be good at pickleball from tennis, you have to be willing to adjust to the right measurements

of how to play pickleball and not keep the tennis rules in the back of your mind. She perfectly

describes the differences between both sports and how to transition from one to another which

could help you out significantly.

From Tennis Star to Pickleball Entrepreneur

By Adam Abdelaziz

On July 25, 2023 at Montclair State University, we interviewed Rebecca Lederman, a

Professional Pickleball Player, and Doug Doyle, a News Director at Jazz 88. We quickly learned

about their background and what led to their success.



Rebecca Lederman is a Pickleball pro and co-founder of Pickleball Palace, a training

facility in West Orange. She started her career playing tennis when she was 8 and played

competitively when she was 12. She graduated from the University of Rochester where she

played on the women's tennis team. After that she went to pursue her MA in Organizational

Psychology at Columbia University where she was the assistant coach on the Women's Tennis

team. After this, she quickly learned about the wide-spread sport called Pickleball. “I heard my

parents talking about Pickleball for a year until I took it seriously,” says Rebecca in a Write on

Sports interview. Pickleball is a sport where tennis and ping-pong are mixed. It requires hard

work and agility. “It’s very social.. You show up, there's dozens of people on the court, Whereas,

tennis feels like your opponent is in another zip code.”

Is Pickleball a Rip-Off Tennis? What are the differences between the two?

By Lee Jarvis

On July 25, 2023 at Montclair State University, Doug Doyle, a News Director at Jazz

88/Sports Journalist interviewed Rebecca Lederman, a professional pickleball player. During the

interview we got to learn the differences between tennis and the trending sport: Pickleball. For

example, Rebecca Lederman said, “Pickleball has a lot of different elements of all racket sports.”

Throughout the interview she talked about lots of differences between pickleball and tennis such

as the serves. Rebecca Lederman also stated, “In tennis, the serves are overhand whereas the

serves in pickleball are done underhand.” A serve done underhand is much easier than a serve

done overhand because you don’t have to toss the ball while serving underhand making the

serves in pickleball much different than in tennis.

Serving isn’t the only difference between pickleball and tennis. Another difference

between pickleball and tennis is the courts. As Rebecca Lederman stated “Tennis courts are

much bigger than pickleball courts.” Although pickleball courts are smaller it doesn't make the

game less fun! Almost 4 pickleball courts could fit in on tennis courts making a huge difference

between the sports.



Since the courts in tennis are a lot smaller it creates another difference between the two

sports: the audience. Pickleball has a different audience than tennis. Although they both appeal to

the younger audience, pickleball appeals more to the older audience. In Pickleball, older people

don’t have to move around as much but they still get activity in. This is one of the many

differences between pickleball and tennis proving that pickleball is not a rip-off of tennis but its

own great individual sport. Rebbecca Lederman’s final words about pickleball were,“ It was love

at first sight”.

The Reason Behind Rebecca Lederman Switch to PickleBall

By Kailei Green

Today, July 25,2023 Doug Doyle did an interview with professional pickleball player

Rebecca Lederman. Rebecca once was a tennis player but nowadays you can find her putting her

interest into the up and coming sport, Pickleball. The reason behind Rebeeca’s switch was

although she loved tennis one day she tried Pickle Ball and she realized, “It was like love at first

sight.” After discovering this new sport she couldn't stop playing and she never looked back at

tennis. Mrs.Lederman now has her own pickleball place called PickleBall Palace in neighboring

town, West Orange.

PickleBall is a sport played with a paddle and a ball which is very similar to tennis. Most

of the time pickleball is a 2v2 game with each team standing at the opposite side of the court.

Rebecca stated that tennis and PickleBall may look similar but have very defined differences and

yet many similarities. Such as they are both played with nets in front of the two teams to hit the

ball over. PickleBall courts though are a ¼ of the size of a tennis court. As opposed to tennis

balls bouncing when it touches the ground, PickleBalls just die out. Besides tennis Ms.Lederman

stated, “PickleBall has a lot of different elements of all the racket sports, ping pong is one of

them.”

Since people think tennis and PickleBall are so similar, they don't realize there are

different factors to become the best of the best at PickleBall. Rebecca also mentioned that “You

also have to be in the mindset and willing to adjust your game.” Such as when playing you need



to remember that tennis balls bounce but when Pickleballs touch the ground they “die” so you

need to be ready for the ball since it won't just bounce towards you. So next time you hear the

Sport Pickleball you will think about these differences so you can have knowledge about this

sport.

Love At First Sight

By Evan Baez

On Tuesday July 25, 2023 students of Montclair State University listened to an interview

between Doug Doyle and Rebeca Lederman. Rebeca Lederman is a former tennis player that was

really good and loved tennis, she then heard about pickleball and thought it was funny. She even

stated, “The first impression about pickleball was ridiculousness.” This showed that she was like

everyone else until she saw the sport being played. She then said, “It was love at first sight.”

After that Lederman’s love grew for the sport and she started to notice that it was

intergenerational and very easy to connect with people while playing.

Rebecca Lederman: Tennis to the Pickleball Palace

By Lauren Fox

When Rebecca Lederman was young she started her athletic journey. In an interview

Rebecca said, “I started playing tennis about 8 years old… played competitively at 12 years

old… played division 3 at Rochester…” She learned about pickleball through her mom and dad

talking about it. “I heard [my parents] talking about pickleball for a year before I took it

seriously.” Lederman had said, “It was love at first sight.”

In 2018, after Rebecca had shifted out of competitive tennis and into pickleball, her and

her friend had seen how pickleball had grown in popularity. They took this as an opportunity to

make a business. Rebecca mentioned they had bought a few rackets, nets, and balls and rented a

space. When they opened, they held a free open house and 150 people showed up to learn and



play the unusually named sport. After the massive success of an event, the two sent out an email

for a pickleball clinic. They got back a total of 5 emails to take it.

But the word spread and now the Pickleball palace is thriving. “I think it’s amazing, like,

seeing a ridiculously named sport like this being taken so seriously…” said Rebecca. Maybe

pickleball is the future of sports.

Rebecca Lederman: NJ Pickler

By Julian Sekyere

During an interview at MSU ( Montclair State University ) on July 25, 2023 Rebecca

Lederman talks about how she started playing pickleball and what she enjoys about playing her

sport. At a young age she started playing tennis and while living in Florida her parents told her

about pickleball. “ I heard my parents talking about pickleball for a year before I took it

seriously,” said Rebecca Lederman. Lederman chose pickleball as her career because she

developed a passion for it. She found it really fun and entertaining.

The Love for Pickleball

By Stacy Luperon

On July 25, 2023, at Montclair State Doug Doyle and Rebecca Lederman joined us in

Write on Sports to talk about her and her love for Pickleball. She played Tennis for many years

but now seems to have changed to pickleball. So, what is the difference between Pickleball and

Tennis we asked? Pickleball has a lot of different factors than Tennis. The equipment and court

size are different. On a Tennis court you are farther away from the other players and pickleball is

the opposite. This allows you to talk and laugh with your teammates. Tennis players also use

heavy racquets and rubber-covered tennis balls, while pickleball players use light paddles and

low-bouncing plastic balls. Rebecca also said, “Pickleball has a lot of different elements of all

the racket sports, ping pong is one of them.” When she switched from tennis to Pickleball it was



easy for her but she said if anyone wanted to do that she said, “You have to be in the mindset

and willing to adjust your game.”

Pickler Party

By Kyle Ponticelli

At 10 AM on Tuesday, July 25th the students at Write on Sports listened to an interview

with Doug Doyle and Rebecca Lederman. Rebecca expressed that when she first heard of

pickleball she thought it was ridiculous and not a real sport. Now, pickleball is Rebecca’s

livelihood and hobby. Many people agreed with Rebbeca that pickleball is ridiculous but since

Rebbeca had a change of heart, many other people followed her lead and started taking it

seriously too. But how did she start liking it so much? During the interview Rebbeca said, I

heard my parents talk about pickleball for years before I finally took it seriously. My first

impression of pickleball is ridiculousness.” But when she first went on the court she said, “It was

love at first sight.”

From my perspective, pickleball has a bad reputation because the name is a little strange

and the ball makes an annoying noise when hitting the racket. I also think that people don't think

it is a serious sport because it can be similar to Tennis. Pickleball’s purpose is also meant to be

fun and not competitive so I think people can kind of take that as a joke. To back up my claim,

Rebbeca shared that the first time she opened her pickleball field 150 people showed up because

it was free but the day after when everyone had to pay, only 5 people were willing to. Now

everyone has started liking pickleball and Rebbecca has 500 clients.

Passion for Pickleball

By Alleah Figuereo

Today I interviewed Rebecca Lederman at Montclair State University and learned about

how she feels about Pickleball. Lederman started playing tennis when she was 8 years old and at



12 she started playing competitively. She even played in Division 3. She has a lot of racket

experience for pickleball and loves playing for fun. As soon as she started playing pickleball she

loved it so much she even taught her kids and parents how to play. Lederman stated, “It was love

at first sight.”

When Lederman was asked about pickleball routines she said, “Before a pickleball game

she starts by staying hydrated and stretching with no pressure at all. She used to feel pressured

when she was younger but now she doesn't feel pressured anymore because she’s just happy she's

playing. She really sees the sport as a hobby and a social place to hangout with friends. She

stated, “ It's very social.. you show up, there's dozens of people on the courts.”

Lederman started a pickleball business in 2018 because of her strong passion for it. She

really wants to spread the word about the sport and encourage people to try it out. She also thinks

you should start at the age of 8 because racket sports require a lot of coordination. Some people

in the tennis community complain about the noise and how pickleball has taken up their courts

but she doesn't really care about what they say as long as she is having fun. She even stated,

“They’re complaining because we’re having more fun than them!”

Tennis, Pickleball, Life! It’s No Issue For Her!

By Natasha Fortenbur

On July 25, 2023 journalist Doug Doyle and professional pickleball player Rebecca

Lederman went to Montclair State University for an interview with Write on Sports. Rebecca has

had a long history with her career as a pickleball player. She started just playing tennis when she

was 8 years old. A few years later at the age of 12, she started playing competitively. As Rebecca

went on to college at Rochester University she kept playing and competing. She even started to

coach tennis while she was in graduate school. She coached at Columbia University. If she was

so committed and passionate about tennis, then why did she stop? Well, that is exactly what we

found out today. Rebecca was introduced to pickleball as a child. Lederman stated, “I heard [my

parents] talking about pickleball for a year before I took it seriously.” Even though she did not



truly take it seriously until later on, pickleball had truly always been the perfect career for

Rebecca. “It was love at first sight,” Rebecca said.

Rebecca had a friend who she competed with in tennis who was learning about pickleball

around the same time as Rebecca did. They played the game together very often and played with

many other people who also had an interest in the game. “It’s very social… you show up, there’s

dozens of people on the courts,” Lederman stated. Rebecca loves how it's a sport that can bring

people of any age or background together and you can learn it so quickly. Pickleball is such an

enjoyable sport to compete or just play for fun. In simple terms, it is in a way a combination of

tennis, because you play on a court around the quarter of a tennis court size, and ping pong,

because you use paddles in the same shape as ping pong paddles and a plastic ball. Rebecca’s

friend had an idea to turn their sessions of teaching and playing pickleball with others into a

business. So they had a free open house where they would play and teach pickleball and about

150 people showed up. That’s when they decided to try to make it a business. When they

released the news about the lessons only 5 people signed up. However, with hard work they

gradually got more and more people to join the program.

As stated earlier Rebecca started out as a tennis player. So transitioning to playing

pickleball must have been hard, however, for her it was not. Lederman says, “You have to be in

the mindset and willing to adjust your game.” With her positivity it was so much easier to

transition into playing pickleball. Rebecca knew deep down since the first time she played the

game that she was alway meant to play pickleball and it was made for her. Rebecca has proven

how some of the sports with the most unusual names or rules can be some of the most fun. Her

business has grown well and has inspired others to play pickleball.

Backstories between the Interviewed and the Interviewer: Doug Doyle & Rebecca Ledermam

By Athena Pontes

On Tuesday, July 25th, Doug Doyle interviewed Rebecca Lederman. Doug Doyle is a

professional journalist who has been in the journaling industry for over 20 years. Rebecca

Lederman is a professional pickleball player, who used to be a tennis star.



“The first impression [about] pickleball is ridiculousness,” says Rebecca Lederman;

pickleball is a game similar to tennis but has a smaller court, wooden boards to hit the ball, and a

holey plastic ball. “It was love at first sight,” Rebecca Lederman also states, and that her parents

introduced her to pickleball. She immediately preferred it over tennis, which she was a star in.

As Rebecca started playing pickleball with one of her friends it wasn’t popular, but as they

continued to play the courts started filling up with more and more people. She began to get more

of her friends to join. Realizing she could make a living out of this Rebecca and her friend rented

courts and supplies and opened them for as many people to come and visit for free, hundreds of

people showed up so they made a class people can pay for to play, unfortunately only 5 people

came. After the first class though those first 5 people brought their friends and family to play.

When Rebecca had kids she taught them how to play too, so now her family and friends play.

Pickleball

By Ashley Salazar

On Tuesday July 25th, Doug Doyle had interviewed Rebecca Lederman about her career

in pickleball. Pickleball is an intergenerational sport that anyone can play no matter what age.

Rebecca had originally heard about pickleball from her parents. According to Rebecca, she

stated, “I also love that my kids can play with their grandparents!”

Rebecca had stated that her parents talked about pickleball for over a year before she

actually took it seriously. When she and her business partner had first started they had offered a

free class to introduce people to pickleball for the first time. Many had stayed for a bit, but when

Rebecca had sent emails to the others only 5 people had responded back. And today on July 25

2023, she has over 500 clients who sign up and come to learn pickleball. This is also a great

sport for young kids, as she stated, “We encourage kids to start at eight…racket sports involve a

lot of coordination.” Pickleball is an upcoming sport that can be found everywhere.



The Pickler

By Laurence Lalla

Today on Tuesday, July 25th 2023, Rebecca Lederman,and Doug Doyle came to

Montclair State University. Doug interviewed Rebecca about how she got into Pickleball. She

played D3 Tennis and Coached at Columbia. Her parents introduced her to pickle ball. At first

she didn't like the idea but when she played she fell in love.

She loves Pickleball so much that she decided to open up a Pickleball arena named

Pickleball Palace. It is located in West Orange, New Jersey. She shows and dedicates her love of

the sport of Pickleball by coaching and teaching people how to play. She keeps it in the family

by teaching her children how to play. She devoted herself to the game and to help more people to

learn about the game of pickleball. She is the Pickler!

Tennis vs. Pickleball

By Berkeley Paese

Tennis and Pickleball are two very similar sports, but each sport comes with their own

difficulties. On July 25th, 2023 at Montclair State University, broadcaster Doug Doyle

interviewed athlete, Rebecca Lederman on her life as an athlete. One of the topics of this

interview was on her transition between tennis and pickleball and the difficulties of each game.

These games are both hard to learn because of all the difficulties that follow them. In this

interview Lederman stated, “You have to be in the mindset and willing to adjust your game.”

This is saying that you have to be willing to try and face the difficulties.

Tennis and Pickleball have similar layouts. They both use a ball, a racket, and a net. The

biggest difference is the court size. Going from a tennis court to a pickleball court is a big

difference. “On the tennis court I feel like I’m in a different zip code.” Lederman said, during her

interview. When she stated this she was saying that the court is very large. Later in the interview

she explained how the pickleball court is much smaller. “You can basically have a conversation

with your opponent,” added Rebecca.



Near the end of the interview Rebecca explained the difficulty of switching serves. In

tennis you have to serve underhand and the tennis ball is smaller and bounces higher than a

pickle ball. A pickle ball almost looks like a wiffle ball, so it doesn’t bounce as high as a tennis

ball does. But, for pickleball you have to serve underhand so it is a harder transition to go from

overhand serve to underhand serve. There are many difficulties between these two sports, but in

the end they are very similar and fun to play.

An Intergenerational Sport

By Nola Fournier

Pickleball is a game for all generations to play, from 8 year olds to 80 year olds. It is a

fun and competitive game, designed for anyone of any age. On July 25, 2023, journalist Doug

Doyle and athlete Rebecca Lederman came to Montclair State University in New Jersey to

perform an interview. Doyle interviewed Lederman about pickleball, a rising sport that she owns

a business for. One of the points Lederman brought up was how pickleball is an intergenerational

sport. She even stated, “I also love that it's intergenerational.”

When Rebecca was a kid, her parents taught her how to play tennis. She learned when

she was 8, and played competitively when she was 12. Later, her parents started talking about

pickleball. Lederman told us, “I heard my parents talking about pickleball a year before I took it

seriously.” Rebecca learned to play pickleball, and fell in love with it. She says that “it was love

at first sight.” Every week at her business, she has so many people come in to play pickleball.

She can help older people to learn and make new friends.

Her children all know how to play pickleball, and competitively. Her youngest is 9 years

old. This shows how young kids can be to learn and play pickleball. Rebecca taught her kids

when they were young, and she can play against them. She said, “Probably the hardest thing for

my kids is that they can’t beat their mom.” Even though they don’t play competitively, they still

are competitive players who learned from a really good pickleballer.



Out of the Park, Into the Booth

By Kai Jarvis

From catcher to broadcaster, Doug Doyle shared his unique perspectives in his interview

with professional tennis and pickleball player: Rebecca Lederman. Interviews get a bad

reputation for being boring and simple. Doug's approach to interviews is straightforward and

effective: "Be personal, ask personal questions." This advice highlights the importance of

transforming interviews into engaging and enjoyable conversations for both the interviewer and

interviewee. By asking personal questions, the interviewee feels more comfortable and open,

while the audience gains a better understanding of the topic at hand. Doug also emphasizes that

asking great questions is just one part of being a successful interviewer. He mentioned, “Great

interviewers need to be attentive listeners, great conversationalists, and relatable.” To truly excel,

an interviewer must also be an attentive listener, a great conversationalist, and relatable. A

skilled interviewer can read the room and pick up on small details to make the conversation more

engaging and enjoyable. These skills can improve communication, foster a more lighthearted

conversation, and create a positive atmosphere that encourages the interviewee to open up.

Doug also stresses the importance of appealing to the everyday person, or the common

man. This approach evokes emotions such as laughter and sadness, which foster understanding

and engagement in the audience. This technique is not only useful for broadcasting and

interviews but also for everyday social interactions. By connecting with people on a personal

level, we can create a more enjoyable and fulfilling experience for everyone involved. In

summary, Doug's insights remind us that interviews are more than just a question-and-answer

session; they're a chance to connect with others and create meaningful conversations.

Bang, Goes the Pickleball

By Jose Ramos

Today on July 25 at Montclair State University Doug Doyle interviewed Rebecca

Lederman about her pickleball career. Pickleball is a sport that is similar to tennis but played on a



court four times smaller than a tennis court. It is a newer sport that has increased the past couple

of years. Two to four people can play at one time which allows you to meet many different

people. Picklers are what people are called when they play pickleball. Picklers use a smaller size

racket than a tennis player does but bigger than a ping pong paddle. The ball that is used to play

this sport is made out of plastic with holes in it that doesn’t bounce. The material of the ball and

the sound it makes when hit is considered louder than a tennis ball.

There are many benefits to playing pickleball. It provides exercise and allows you to

meet new people. You can play this game at any age and your skill level doesn’t matter.

However, one of the cons of playing this sport is the noise. According to the New York Times,

“Shattered Nerves, Sleepless Nights: Pickleball Noise Is Driving Everyone Nuts.” This quote

means that people who live near pickleball courts have trouble sleeping due to the noise of the

ball. People say they have trouble concentrating if the pickleball court is near the tennis court.

According to Rebecca Lederman, who stated, “That tennis players just are not having as much

fun playing and that is why they complain.” Whether or not that is the case, towns can put a time

that everyone has to leave the pickleball court. This would help solve the problem of people who

live nearby. Pickleball is very fun and very popular and will probably not go anywhere!

Compare, Contrast, and Learn

By: Damaris Mercieca

On July 25, 2023 at Montclair State University, the famous Rebecca Lederman joined

Write on Sports for an interview about her career as a pickler. Rebecca had a handful of helpful

information on the game pickleball. She is a very interesting person and has great stories to

share.

Rebecca told us about how she started playing tennis when she was only 12 years old and

then transitioned into pickleball. She said that she heard her parents talking about her playing

pickleball for a whole year! That is a long time, isn’t it? After hearing about it for so long she

finally decided to take it seriously. She says that it was love at first sight. She had been asked

why pickleball was named that and she explained that there is not a confirmed reason as to why



it is called that but it is assumed that the person who created this game had a dog named pickle

and he loved to chase balls. She was also asked which sport is easier, pickleball or tennis and she

replied with, “in terms of entries to the sport, pickleball is easier”. The interview with Rebecca

was very interesting and she had a lot of great answers to offer.

From Tennis Star to Pickleball Star: Rebecca Lederman

By Emil Cabrera

On July 25th, 2023 at Montclair State, students from Write on Sports watched Doug

Doyle interview Rebecca Lederman, a former professional tennis player and now pickleball

player. As a tennis player she won the New York state double title 2 times. However, once she

started playing Pickleball with her parents she stopped playing tennis and wanted to concentrate

on Pickleball.

Rebecca’s parents had a big influence on her switch to Pickleball as they were the one

who recommended her to try pickleball. She likes pickleball for many reasons. First, age doesn’t

matter! Her young kids are able to play with her elderly parents. Secondly, she likes pickle ball

because she gets to meet a lot of different people. The last reason is because the courts are

smaller and she has tons of fun. She has even won multiple gold, silver, and bronze medals in the

U.S. Open cup for pickleball. She currently owns a pickleball court in West Orange, NJ.



Group Spot Stories about our July 27th Event

Tour of the Montclair State University Communications Building

Change is Good

By Kai, Lee, Cooper, Adam, Rolando, Emil

On July 27th at MSU, we interviewed Ardi Emini about his past and how he got to where

he is today. Currently, he’s in Sports Media and he has his own podcast called MatchWeek.

Growing up he aspired to be a history teacher, but due to the pandemic he started to focus on

Sports Media. He showed his parents a detailed five-year plan of success in that profession.

Despite pursuing a career in Sports Media, he still works with kids as a high school soccer coach

on the side. Due to the recent World Cup, his podcast has become very popular. It is fair to

assume his career change was for the better.

The Studios

By Jose, Evan, Alleyah, Laurence, Sydney, Stacy, Demaris, Kailei

Today we were invited to MSU’s Communications school to tour the production studios.

First, we met with Anabelle Polland who showed and demonstrated the inner workings of MSU’s

radio station. We saw the music studio, which contained state of the art technology. Lining the

walls of the studio were a myriad of alternative album covers and neon lights. On set was a

fixture that featured a complex control board, microphones, headphones, and computers. Within

this were interesting features. For example, the cough button is used to momentarily mute the

speaker. For longer mutes, often for curse words, the “DUMP” button is pressed. This music

studio seemed to be as professional as anything else, showing how serious the WMSC station is.



Life on Set

By Nola, Berkeley, Ashley, Kyle, Lauren, Natasha

On July 27th, 2023, the students of Write on Sports walked to the School of

Communications. General Manager of WMSC-FM, Anabelle Polland showed us around. Where

she works, there are many sets. The first set was the radio recording rooms. In the rooms were

recording supplies, including computers, microphones, and records. There was one live room and

one room where we listened to recorded audios. The second set was a news room. Miss Polland

mentioned that, depending on the time of day and the mood, the background color changes. The

third set was a sitcom set, similar to the one from Friends. In conclusion, the Write on Sports

team learned a lot from this experience on radio recording.


